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Making Decisions on the Ranch 
During Drought
• During drought, livestock grazers have lots to decisions 

to make
• What drought response is needed
• When drought response is needed
• What conditions will trigger the response
• How to carry out response



Can Drought Monitoring Info Help 
Grazers Make Decisions Earlier or 
More Easily?
• What drought response is needed
• When drought response is needed
• What conditions will trigger the response
• How to carry out response

Need usable 
monitoring tools to 
address these!



https://drought.unl.edu/ranchplan/Monitor.aspx



https://drought.unl.edu/ranchplan/Monitor.aspx

Precipitation on Specific Dates May be a Trigger



https://drought.unl.edu/ranchplan/Monitor.aspx

Vegetation Conditions - VegDRI



https://drought.unl.edu/ranchplan/Monitor.aspx



Additional Key Info 
for Southwest 
Grazers on Public 
Lands:
• Triggers Forest 

Service 
evaluation of 
grazing allotments



Dashboard currently allows 
comparison of two 
different time periods

MyRAINge Log allows 
comparison of current 
precip for year compared 
to historical averages



https://drought.unl.edu/ranchplan/Monitor.aspx

Use dashboard to inspect 3-month 
precipitation outlook

Use outlook 
to explore 
possible 
futures for 
forage 
productivity



https://drought.unl.edu/ranchplan/Monitor.aspx

Warm-season grass 
production based on 
Monsoon season





https://drought.unl.edu/ranchplan/Monitor.aspx
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