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Making Decisions on the Ranch
During Drought

* During drought, livestock grazers have lots to decisions
to make
 What drought response is needed
* When drought response is needed
 What conditions will trigger the response
* How to carry out response




Can Drought Monitoring Info Help
Grazers Make Decisions Earlier or
More Easily?
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https://drought.unl.edu/ranchplan/Monitor.aspx

MONITOR

ump

« What is my Current Drought Situation?
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* How Does this Year Compare to Last Year?
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* What can | expect for forage production this year? Grass-Cast & State-Specific Forage Calculators
= Could | still get enough precipitation to change forage production expectations?
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s What are my options for drought management?



Precipitation on Specific Dates I\/Iay be a Trigger
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Vegetation Conditions - VegDRI
WHAT IS MY CURRENT DROUGHT SITUATION?
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WHAT IS MY CURRENT DROUGHT SITUATION?
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Additional Key Info
for Southwest
Grazers on Public
Lands:
* Triggers Forest
Service
evaluation of
grazing allotments

12 Month SPI
6/7/2021 - 6/6/2022




HOW DOES THIS YEAR COMPARE TO LAST YEAR?

MyRAINge Log allows
comparison of current
precip for year compared
to historical averages

Dashboard currently allows
comparison of two
different time periods
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WHAT CAN | EXPECT FOR FORAGE PRODUCTION THIS YEAR? GRASS-CAST & STATE-SPECIFIC FORAGE CALCULATORS
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WHAT'S THE LIKELIHOOD OF GETTING ENOUGH PRECIPITATION TO CHANGE FORAGE PRODUCTION EXPECTATIONS?

Critical Procipitation Moaths for Forage Production

O Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May i jul Aug Sep

Smart et al, 2019)
Schwinning et al. 2004
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Warm-season grass
production based on
Monsoon season
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WHAT ARE MY OPTIONS FOR DROUGHT MANAGEMENT?

Hay Exchange (most states)

Drought Management Strategy Library

Resources by State
* Learn about other ranchers’ drought management plans

* Learn more: https//droughtunil.edu/ranchplan/DuringDrought.aspx
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